ARTICLE IV
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. OF THE SCRIPTURES:

We believe that the Holy Bible as originally written was verbally inspired and the product
of Spirit-Controlled men and therefore is truth without any admixture of error for its
matter and is a perfect treasure of Heavenly instruction; that it has God for its Author
and salvation for its end; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and
therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union,
and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions should be
tried.

2 Tim. 3:15-17 “And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
Prov. 30:5-6 “Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. ® Do
not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.”

Mark 16:15-16 “And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. *® He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned.”

Rom. 2:12 “For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as
have sinned in the law will be judged by the law.”

1 Cor. 4:3-4 “But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human
court. In fact, | do not even judge myself. * For I know nothing against myself, yet | am not
justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.”

Phil. 3:16 “Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us be of the same mind.”

1 Pet. 4:11 “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do

it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

2. OF THE TRUE GOD:



We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God; and infinite, intelligent
Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth;
inexpressibly glorious in Holiness, and worthy of all possible honor, confidence, and
love; that in the unity of the God-Head there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious
offices in the great work of redemption; the Father is of none, neither begotten nor
proceeding, the Son is eternally begotten of the Father, the Holy Spirit proceeding from
the Father and the Son; therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in nature and
being, but distinguished by several peculiar relative properties, and personal relations;
which doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and
comfortable dependence on Him.

Psalms 147:5 “Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.”

Psalms 83:18 “That they may know that You, whose name alone is the LORD, Are the Most High
over all the earth.”

Ex. 15:11 “°Who is like You, O LoRD, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness,
Fearful in praises, doing wonders?’”

Mark 12:30 “And you shall love the LorD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your mind, and with all your strength." This is the first commandment.”

Rev. 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all
things, And by Your will they exist and were created.”

Matt. 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 5:3-4 “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and
keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? * While it remained, was it not your own?
And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your
heart? You have not lied to men but to God.’"

2 Cor. 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”

Eph. 2:18 “For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”
John 10:30 “I and My Father are one."
1 Cor. 12:4-6 “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. ® There are differences of

ministries, but the same Lord. ¢ And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who
works all in all.”



John 15:26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.”

a. We believe that the Father is God; a perfect, merciful, holy and righteous
being; that He sent the Son including the lost sheep of the human race; that
He draws these unto Christ; that He answers prayer, and commits all
judgment to the Son.

Matt. 5:48 “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”

Matt. 6:6 “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your
door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you openly.”

Matt 11:27 “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows
the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the
one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

Luke 6:36 “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.”
John 3:35 “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.”
John 5:22 “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son.”

John 5:30, 36-37 “I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because | do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.
But | have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the Father has given Me
to finish--the very works that | do--bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.
And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard
His voice at any time, nor seen His form.”

John 6:37, 44 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes
to Me I will by no means cast out... No one can come to Me unless the Father who
sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 10:29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is
able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.”

John 17:1-3 “Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father,
the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You
have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as
You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”



John 17:11 “Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and | come
to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that
they may be one as We are.”

John 20:21 “So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, |
also send you."

1 John 4:14 “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior
of the world.”

. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is God the Son; that He was before all
things, and creator of all things; that being born of a virgin, without a human
father, He did take on Himself man’s nature, was made in the likeness of
man, and in fashion as a man, yet without sin; that He being very God, and
very man, yet one Christ; that He was crucified for sinners, was buried, and
arose the third day according to the Scriptures, thereby purchasing an
everlasting inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven for all those whom the
Father hath given unto Him; that He is the only mediator between God and
men; that He is head of His church and the judge of the world.

John 17:2 “As You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as You have given Him.”

Acts 10:42 “And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.”

Rom. 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”

Rom. 8:3 “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God
did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sin in the flesh.”

Rom. 9:5 “Of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.”

1 Cor. 15:3-4 “For | delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures.”

Phil. 2:7-8 “But made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

Col. 1:16-18 “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.



All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in
Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.’

1 Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus.”

Heb. 1:8 “But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.”

Heb. 2:14, 16-17 “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him
who had the power of death, that is, the devil, For indeed He does not give aid to
angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had
to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

Heb. 9:15 “And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person; equal with God the Father
and God the Son and of the same nature; that He was active in the creation;
that in His relation to the unbelieving world He restrains the evil one until
God’s purpose is fulfilled; that He convicts of sin, righteousness and
judgment; that He bears witness to the truth of the Gospel in preaching and
testimony; that He is the agent in the new birth; that He seals, indwells,
guides, teaches, witnesses, sanctifies, and helps the believer.

Gen 1:1-2 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters.”

Matt. 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Mark 1:8 “’I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”"



Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Luke 24:49 “’Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city
of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.’"

John 1:33 “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.””

John 3:5-6 “Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.””

John 14:16-17, 26 “And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever-- the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He
dwells with you and will be in you... But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that I said to you.”

John 16:8-11 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of
righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged.”

Acts 5:3-4 “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? While it
remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?
Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to
God.”"

Acts 5:30-32 “’The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by
hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses to these
things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”"

Acts 11:16 “Then | remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John indeed
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit."”

Rom. 8:14-16 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For
you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God.”



Rom. 8:26-27 “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the
will of God.”

Eph. 1:13-14 “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

2 Thess. 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.”

Heb. 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?”

3. OF THE DEVIL, OR SATAN:

We believe in the personality of Satan, that he is the unholy god of this age, and the
prince of all the powers of darkness, and is destined to the judgment of an eternal
justice in he lake of fire.

Matt 4:1-3 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. * Now when the
tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become
bread.”"

2 Cor. 4:4 “Whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.”

Eph. 6:12 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.”

Rev. 20:10 “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where
the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

4. OF THE CREATION:



We accept the Genesis account of creation and believe that man came by direct
creation of God.

Genesis 1 and 2

John 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made.”

Col. 1:16-17 “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

5. OF THE FALL OF MAN:

We believe that man was created in innocence under the law of his Maker, but by
voluntary transgression fell from his sinless and happy state in consequence of which all
mankind are now sinners by nature, not only by constraint, but of choice; and therefore
are under just condemnation without defense or excuse.

Gen. 3:1-6 “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LorD God
had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of
the garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, "You shall not eat it,
nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.
For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also
gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”

Rom. 1:18-32 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known
of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God,
they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their
foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of
the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed
animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of
their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the
lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural
use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,



burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not
fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,
backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only
do the same but also approve of those who practice them.”

Rom. 5:10-19 “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only that,
but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
the reconciliation. Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- (For until the law sin was in the world,
but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who
is a type of Him who was to come. But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one
man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man,
Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through the one who
sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free
gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. For if by the one man's offense
death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) Therefore, as through one
man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's
righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made
righteous.”

Eph. 2:3 “Among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”
6. OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH:

We believe that Jesus was begotten of the Holy Ghost in a miraculous manner; that He
was born of Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever born or can ever be born of

woman, and that He is both the Son of God, and God the Son.

Gen. 3:15 “And | will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."”

Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”



Matt. 1:18-25 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was
minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth
a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." So all this
was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,"
which is translated, "God with us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought
forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JEsus.”

Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born
will be called the Son of God.””

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

7. OF THE REDEMPTION FROM SIN:

We believe that the only escape from the condemnation of sin is through the redemption
wrought by Jesus Christ, when He voluntarily took upon Him a human body and nature,
yet without sin, and by His suffering, death, and resurrection made full satisfaction to the
justice of God for the sins of men; that to all those for whom Christ hath obtained eternal
redemption, He doth certainly and effectually apply, and communicate the same,
making intercession for them; uniting them to Himself by revealing His Spirit unto them,
in and by the Word, the mystery of salvation. Persuading them to believe and obey;
governing their hearts by His Word and Spirit; and the blessings of this salvation are
given, all of grace, without any condition foreseen in them, who procure it by believing
and receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

John 1:1-3, 14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made that was made...And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 3:1-7 “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man
came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God;
for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." Jesus answered and said to
him, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, *Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the



flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that | said to you, "You
must be born again."”

John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me | will by
no means cast out.”

John 10:15-16 “As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay down My life for
the sheep. ** And other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they
will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.”

John 17:6 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world.
They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.”

John 17:9 “I pray for them. | do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me,
for they are Yours.”

Acts 16:30-33 “And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" So they
said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then
they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. * And he took them the
same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were
baptized.”

Rom. 5:10 “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

Rom. 8:9, 14 “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

Eph. 1:9 “Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He purposed in Himself.”

Heb. 10:4-14 “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.
Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But
a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure.
Then I said, '‘Behold, | have come-- In the volume of the book it is written of Me-- To do Your
will, O God." Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin
You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them™ (which are offered according to the law),then He
said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may
establish the second. By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice
for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are
made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being
sanctified.”



1 John 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding,
that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This
is the true God and eternal life.”

8. OF SALVATION BY GRACE:

We believe that repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only
condition of salvation from sin and this salvation is wholly by grace; that no works,
however good, make that salvation more secure. This grace whereby the elect are
enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their
hearts, and is wrought by the ministry of the Word.

Acts 16:31 “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.™

Rom. 10:9-10, 13, 14, 17 “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For "whoever
calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." “How then shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher?”

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

2 Cor. 4:13 “And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I believed
and therefore | spoke,"” we also believe and therefore speak.”

Eph. 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

Titus 3:5-7 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

9. OF PRESERVATION AND PERSEVERANCE:

We believe that those whom God hath accepted in the Beloved, effectually called and
sanctified by His Spirit, and given the precious faith of His elect unto, can neither totally
nor finally fall from the state of grace but shall certainly persevere, seeing the gifts and
callings of God are without repentance; Thus they shall be sure to be kept by the power
of God unto salvation, they being engraved upon the palm of His hands, and their
names having been written in the book of life from all eternity. We believe that such as
truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love Him, may in this life be certainly assured that
they are in the state of grace. We further believe that believers manifest their assurance



by good works, done in obedience to God’s commandments; these good works being
fruits and evidence of a true and lively faith; that by good works they edify their brethren,
stop the mouths of adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created
in Christ Jesus thereunto.

Isaiah 49:16 “See, | have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually
before Me.”

Matt. 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.”

John 10:28-29 “And | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone
snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no
one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.”

Rom. 11:29 “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”

Eph. 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

Phil. 1:6 “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;”

Phil. 1:11 “Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory
and praise of God.”

2 Tim. 2:19 “Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows
those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”"

James 2:18, 22 “But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith
without your works, and | will show you my faith by my works.”

“Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?”

1 Pet. 1:5 “Who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.”

1 Pet. 2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men,”

2 Pet. 1:5-11 “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For
he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and



election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; ** for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

1 John 2:3, 5 “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments...
But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we
are in Him.”

1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of
them were of us.”

1 John 3:14, 18, 19, 21, 24 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love
the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. My little children, let us not love
in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before Him. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence toward God. Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him.
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.”

Rev. 17:8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and
go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in
the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not,
and yet is.”

10. OF THE CHURCH:

We believe that the first church was instituted by Christ before Pentecost and that a
New Testament church is a body, composed of immersed believers who have been
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and are associated by covenant of faith and fellowship of
the Gospel; having the Bible as its only rule of faith and practice; having as its message,
all of God’s Word as revealed in the Bible; recognizing Christ as its only head; governed
by His laws; observing His ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; exercising the
gifts, rights and privileges invested in it by His Word; and, having as its scriptural
officers, Pastor (Elder or Bishop) and Deacons whose qualifications, claims, and duties,
are clearly defined in the Scriptures. We believe that the only scriptural commission of
the church is to carry out the Lord’s command to disciple the nations and to baptize and
teach the disciples. We hold that the church has the absolute right of self-government,
free from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals or organizations; that on all
matters of membership, polity, government, discipline, and benevolence the will of the
church is final. We believe the universal or invisible church theory to be unscriptural.

Matt. 18:17 “And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear
the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.”

Matt. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the



name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that
| have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.”

Luke 6:13 “And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose
twelve whom He also named apostles:”

Acts 2:41-47 “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had
all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as
anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being
saved.”

Acts 10:43 “To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him
will receive remission of sins."”

Acts 16:28-33 “But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all
here."” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. And he
brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" So they said, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and
washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.”

John 11:22 “But even now | know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."

John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”

Acts 1:15-26 “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the
number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, “"Men and brethren, this Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas,
who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; for he was numbered with us and obtained a
part in this ministry." (Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out. And it became known to all
those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is,
Field of Blood.) "For it is written in the book of Psalms: "Let his dwelling place be desolate, And
let no one live in it'; and, 'Let another take his office.' "Therefore, of these men who have
accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the
baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness
with us of His resurrection.” And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed
Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, "You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which of these two You have chosen to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which



Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” And they cast their lots, and the
lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.”

Acts 6:2-3 “Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not
desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. ® Therefore, brethren, seek out
from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we
may appoint over this business;”

Acts 13:1-4 “Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said,
"Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, having
fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy
Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”

Acts 15:22 “Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men
of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named
Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.”

Romans 6:4-5 “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. ° For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we
also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,”

Romans 16:17-20 “Now | urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses,
contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive
the hearts of the simple. For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore |1 am glad on
your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. And the God
of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. Amen.”

| Corinthians 5:1-13 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such
sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife!
And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be
taken away from among you. For | indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already
judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. In the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us
keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. | wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with
sexually immoral people. Yet | certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of



the world. But now | have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother,
who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner--not even to eat with such a person. For what have | to do with judging those also
who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are outside God judges.
Therefore " ’put away from yourselves the evil person. ™

| Corinthians 11:2 “Now | praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the
traditions just as | delivered them to you.”

| Corinthians 11:18-34 “For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are
divisions among you, and in part | believe it. For there must also be factions among you, that
those who are approved may be recognized among you. Therefore when you come together in
one place, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper. For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of
others; and one is hungry and another is drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink
in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall | say to
you? Shall | praise you in this? | do not praise you. For | received from the Lord that which | also
delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for
you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an
unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this
reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves,
we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not
be condemned with the world. Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for
one another. But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment.
And the rest | will set in order when | come.”

| Corinthians 12:28 “And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of
tongues.”

Ephesians 5:23 “For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He
is the Savior of the body.”

Colossians 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

Il Thess. 3:6 “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he
received from us.”



11. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER:

a. Baptism
We believe that there is only one scriptural baptism; that it may be administered
only under proper authority, a New Testament church; and that it can be
administered only to a proper subject, a saved person; that it must be
administered only in the proper manner, by immersion in water, one time
backward; and that its purpose is:
1. To picture the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.
2. To portray by figure or symbol, the believer’s salvation and his death to sin

and resurrection to a new life in Christ.

3. To depict the putting on of the uniform of Christ showing we are saved, and:
4. To show salvation, not to procure it.

We hold that a believer should, in obedience to Christ's command, follow the
Lord in baptism and that this ordinance is a prerequisite to the privileges of
church membership.

Matt. 3:11-13 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly
clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire." Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be
baptized by him.”

Matthew 28:19-20 “’Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.”

Mark 1:5-9 “Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and
were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel's hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying, "There comes One after me who is mightier than I,
whose sandal strap 1 am not worthy to stoop down and loose. | indeed baptized you with
water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." It came to pass in those days that
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. “

Acts 8:36-39 “Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the
eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" Then Philip
said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they



came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch
saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.”

Rom. 6:1-4 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?
Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know
that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life.”

Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism;”

Colossians 2:12 “Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”

b. Lord’s Supper:
We believe that the Lord’s Supper may be administered only under proper
authority, a New Testament Church; that it should be administered only to the
proper recipients, members of this church who have solemnly examined
themselves; that it should be administered only with the proper elements,
unleavened bread and wine; and that its purpose is to commemorate together
the death of our Lord until He comes and to show the unity of His body, the
church.

Luke 22:14-20 “When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with
Him. Then He said to them, "With fervent desire | have desired to eat this Passover with
you before | suffer; for | say to you, | will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God." Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, "Take this and divide
it among yourselves; for | say to you, | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes.”" And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to
them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My
blood, which is shed for you.”

| Corinthians 11:26-29 “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not
discerning the Lord's body.”

| Corinthians; Read Chapter 10.

12. OF THE RESURRECTION AND IMMINENT RETURN OF CHRIST AND RELATED
EVENTS:



We believe that Christ rose bodily from the grave the third day according to scripture;
that He ascended “to the right hand of the throne of God;” that He alone is our “merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God;” “That this same Jesus which is
taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go
into heaven,” bodily, personally and visibly; that it is composed of two aspects: (1) His
coming in the air for His saints prior to the day of the Lord in which the “dead in Christ
shall rise first” and the living saints “shall be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye,” (2) And later He shall come with His saints to the earth to set up the throne of
David; that He shall reign upon earth a thousand years in righteousness until He shall

put all enemies under His feet.

Matt. 28:6-7 “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, | have told you."

Luke 24:39 “Behold My hands and My feet, that it is | Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see | have."

John 20:27 “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach
your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.’"

1 Cor. 15:4 “And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.”

Mark 16:6 “But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.””

Luke 24:2, 4-6 “But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. And it happened, as they
were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.Then,
as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the
living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He
was still in Galilee,”

Acts 1:11 “Who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go
into heaven.’"

Luke 24:51 “Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and
carried up into heaven.”

Mark 16:19 “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and
sat down at the right hand of God.”

Rev. 3:21 “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame
and sat down with My Father on His throne.”



Heb. 8:1, 6 “Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest,
who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, ...But now He has
obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which
was established on better promises.”

Heb. 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”

1 Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus,”

1 John 2:1 “My little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

Heb. 2:17 “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of
the people.”

Heb. 5:9-10 “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him, ** called by God as High Priest ‘according to the order of Melchizedek, ™

John 14:3 “And if 1 go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself;
that where | am, there you may be also.”

1 Thess. 4:16, 17 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

Matt. 24:27 “For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the
coming of the Son of Man be.”

Matt. 25:13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming.”

James 5:8 “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”
Matt. 24:42 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.”

Heb. 9:28 “So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for
Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”

1 Cor. 15:42-44 ““So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is
raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is



raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body.”

1 Cor. 15:51-53 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed-- in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

Phil. 3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself”.

Luke 1:32 “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David.”

Isaiah 9:6-7 “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”

1 Cor. 15:25 “For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.”

Isaiah 11:4-5 “But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His
lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the
belt of His waist.”

Psalm 72:8 “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the
earth.”

Rev. 20:1-4, 6 “Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut
him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand
years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. And | saw
thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then | saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years... Blessed and holy is he who
has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

A Clarifying Statement



We hold sections 13 and 14 as general statements of the doctrine of the last things. We
allow room for the historic Baptist distinctives of soul liberty. This allows freedom of
conscience as to the sequence of events.

13. OF THE STATE OF MAN AFTER DEATH, AND OF THE RESURRECTION OF
THE DEAD:

a. The bodies of men after death return to dust and see corruption; but their souls,
(which neither die nor sleep) having an immortal subsistence, immediately return
to God who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in
holiness are received into paradise, where they are with Christ, and behold the
face of God, in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies; and
the souls of the wicked are consigned to hell, where they remain in torment and
utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day; besides these two
places for souls separated from their bodies, the scripture acknowledges none.

Gen. 3:19 “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For
out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”

Acts 13:36 "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell
asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;”

Ecclesiastes 12:7 “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will
return to God who gave it.”

Luke 23:43 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, today you will be with Me
in Paradise.””

2 Cor. 5:1, 6, 8 “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. So we are
always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the
Lord. We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be
present with the Lord.”

Phil. 1:23 “For | am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better.”

Heb. 12:23 “To the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,”

Jude 6-7 “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode,
He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; as
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having
given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as
an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”



1 Peter 3:19 “By whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,”

Luke 16:23-24 “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for | am tormented in this flame."”’

b. At the last trump such of the saints as are found alive shall not sleep but be
changed, and all the dead shall be raised up with the self-same bodies; although
with different qualities, which shall be united again to their souls forever.

1 Cor. 15:51-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed-- ®2 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

I Thess. 4:17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

Job 19:26-27 “And after my skin is destroyed, this | know, That in my flesh I shall see
God, Whom | shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my
heart yearns within me!”

1 Cor. 15:42-43 ““So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption,
it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power.”

c. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of Christ, be raised in dishonor; the
bodies of the just, by His Spirit, unto honor and be made conformable to His own
glorious body.

Acts 24:15 “I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”

John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the
graves will hear His voice * and come forth--those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

Phil. 3:21 “Who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious

body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself.”

14. OF THE COMING JUDGMENT:



a. God hath appointed a day wherein He will judge the world in righteousness, by
Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the Father; in which
day not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons that
have lived upon the earth shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an
account of their thoughts, words, and deeds, and to receive according to what
they have done in the body, whether good or evil.

Acts 17:31 “Because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by
raising Him from the dead."

John 5:22, 27 “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,
and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.”

1 Cor. 6:3 “Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that
pertain to this life?”

Jude 6 “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode,
He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;”

2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or
bad.”

Eccl. 12:14 “For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing,
Whether good or evil.”

Matt. 12:36 “But | say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment.”

Rom. 4:10, 12 “How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. and the father of
circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the
steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.”

Matt. 25:32 “All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.”

b. The end of God’s appointing this day, is for the manifestation of the glory of His
mercy, in the eternal salvation of the elect; and His justice, in the eternal
damnation of the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient; for then shall the
righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy and glory, with
everlasting reward, in the presence of the Lord; but the wicked, who know not
God and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ shall be cast into eternal torments,
and punished with everlasting destruction, away from the presence of he Lord,
and from the glory of his power. This is the second death.



Rom. 9:22-23 “What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known,
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that
He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had
prepared beforehand for glory,”

Matt. 25:21, 34 “His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of
your lord."... Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:*”

1 Tim. 4:8 “For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things,
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.”

Matt. 25:46 “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life."

Mark 9:48 “Where "Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched’”

2 Thess. 1:7-10 “And to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints
and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was
believed.”

Rev. 20:11-15 “Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And | saw
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were
judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.”

. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of
judgment, both to deter all men from sin, and for the greater consolation of the
godly in their adversity, so will He have that day unknown to men, that they may
shake off all carnal security, and be always watchful, because they know not at
what hour the Lord will come, and may ever be prepared to say, Come, Lord
Jesus; come quickly. Amen.

2 Cor. 5:10-11 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or



bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known
to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.”

2 Thess. 1:3, 6-7 “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting,
because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds
toward each other... since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those
who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,”

Mark 13:35, 37 “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is
coming--in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning--
And what | say to you, | say to all: Watch!"

Rev. 22:20 “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”

15. OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT:

We believe that the civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and good
order of human society; and that those in authority are to be prayed for, honored, and
obeyed; except in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the only
Lord of the conscience, and the coming prince of kings of the earth.

Rom. 13:1-7 “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists
the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of
the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he is God's minister
to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is
God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you must be
subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. For because of this you also pay
taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all
their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to
whom honor.”

2 Sam. 23:3 “The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me: 'He who rules over men
must be just, Ruling in the fear of God.”

Ex. 18:21-22 “Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of
truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. And let them judge the people at all times. Then it
will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves
shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you.”



Acts 23:5 “Then Paul said, "I did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written,
'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.™

Matt. 22:21 “They said to Him, ‘Caesar's.” And He said to them, ‘Render therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”™

Acts 5:20 "Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life."

Acts 4:19-20 “But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of
God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard.”"

Dan. 3:17-18 “’If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set

up.”™

1 Tim. 2:1-4 “Therefore | exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving
of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

1 Peter 2:13-14 “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake,
whether to the king as supreme, * or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.”

Titus 3:1 “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every
good work.”



